Agency 05 - Supreme Court

Statutory Authority:
Atticle [1, Section 1 of the state constitution provides that the powers of state government shall be divided into
thrée branches of government: the legislative, the executive, and the judicial.

Article V, Section 1 of the state constitution further provides that "The Judicial power of the state shall be
vested in a Supreme Court, an appellate court, district courts, county courts, in and for each county, with one or
more judges for each county or with one judge for two or more counties, as the Legislature shall provide, and
such other courts inferior to the Supreme Court as may be created by law."

Vision Statement:

Equatity before the Law :
(emblem placed above the Supreme Court bench)

It is the goal of the Nebraska Judicial Branch to provide the citizens of the state with an open, fair, efficient, and
independent system for the advancement of justice under the law.

Mission Statement: _
In Nebraska, as at the national level of government, power is distributed among three branches: the legislative,
the executive, and the judicial. The judicial branch is designed to settle any conflicts arising from the

interpretation or application of the laws. While each branch of government has its own separate responsibilities,_
one branch cannot function without the other two branches, and none of the branches can function without the

consent of the people.

As the branch of government which was planned to settle disputes, the judicial branch interprets the laws and
settles conflicts involving the law. In Nebraska, the laws are interpreted by a court system consisting of two
levels: trial courts and appellate courts.

Goals:

Financial Data: Actual FY08  Approp FY07 Request FY08  Recom FYO08 Request FY09  Recom FY08
General Fund 58,629,149 62,225,402 72,794,693 63,382,617 73,652,476 64,657,777
Cash Fund 5,036,310 14,989,369 15,364,786 16,184,441 15,404,744 15,898,408
Federal Fund 471,164 916,321 1,017,813 895,194 1,018,912 899,122
Revalving Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Fund 0 0 : o0 1] 0 0

Total Agency 64,136,623 78,131,092 89,177,292 80,462,252 90,076,132 81,455,307

CHIEF JUSTICE: MIKE HEAVICAN o 345 ANALYST: RICH ROBINSON




~ Agency 05 - Supremé Court
Program 003 - Supreme Court Judges' Salaries

Program Objectives:

This program covers the salaries and benefits of the Chief Justice and the six justices of the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court's basic responsibility is to hear appeals and is the highest appellate court in the State of
Nebraska. The right of appeal is guaranteed by the Constitution. The Constitution also provides that certain
enumerated original actions, appeals of capital cases, and cases involving the constitutionality of a statute
must go to the Supreme Court. Additionally, statutes provide for direct appeals to the Supreme Court,
bypassing the Court of Appeals, and for further review by the Supreme Court of cases heard originally by the

Court of Appeals.

Financial Data:

Actual FY0OSE  Approp FY07 RequestFY08 Recomn FY0B Request FY08  Recom FY0S
General Fund 978,792 1,019,853 1,019,883 1,025,150 1,019,853 1,033,183
Cash Fund 0 0 0 0
Federal Fund 0 0 ] 0 0
Revolving Fund 0 0 0 0
Other Fund 1] 0 0 [
Total 978,792 1,019,853 1,019,863 1,025,150 1,019,853 1,033,183

Performance Measures:
B. PERFORMANCE MEASURES

New Cases Docketed

Petitions to Bypass Filed
Petitions to Bypass Granted
Petitions to Bypass Denied

Cases transferred from
Court of Appeals

Petitions for Further Review Filed
Petitions for Further Review Granted
Petitions for Further Review Denied

Cases Disposed by Opinion
- Cases Disposed by Without Opinion
Total Cases Disposed

Supreme Court Caseload
2003 2004 2005

85

51
22
22

. 175

305
30
281

212
70
282

81
44
20
35
141
289
21
271

205

54

259

346

77
57

33
22

133

276

15
258

210
47
257




Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 004 - Court Of Appeals Judges' Salaries

Program Objectives: :
This program covers the salanes and benefits of the six judges of the Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals
is Nebraska's intermediate appellate court. The Constitution of the State of Nebraska guarantees each citizen
the right of an appeal from a trial court to an appeliate court. This court and the Supreme Court comprise the
appellate courts in Nebraska.

Financial Data:
Actual FY08 Approp FYD7 Request FY08 Recom FY08 Request FY0S  Recom FY09

General Fund 800,513 - 839,142 339,142 843,504 839,142 850,371
Cash Fund . 0 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Fund 0 a 0 [1] 0 0
Revolving Fund _ 0 0 - ) 0 0 0
‘Other Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 800,513 839,142 239,142 843,604 839,142 850,371

Performance Measures:

347



Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 005 - Retired Judges' Salaries

Program Objectives:
This program covers the salary per diem and benefit costs of assigned retired judges. The Supreme Court has
the authority to assign retired judges to service on any court in the state. Retired judges so assigned. must
indicate their willingness to serve. The pay they receive is defined by statute. Generally, retired judges are
used in cases of vacancies on specific courts. However, from time to time they have been used to relieve
workload pressures by adding resources to a specmc bench or they have been used to cover iliness or other

extended absence of sitting judges.

Financial Data: :
. Actual FY08 Approp FY07 Request FY0§ Recom FY08 Request FY08 Recom FY09

General Fund s 105,889 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000
Cash Fund 0 0 0 1] 0 0
Federal Fund 0 0 0 [+ 1] 0
Revolving Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Fund 1} 0 0 0 : 0 1]

Total 105,889 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000

Performance Measures:

348




Agency 05 - Supreme Court |
Program 006 - District & Juvenile Court Judges' Salaries

Program Objectives:
This program covers the salaries and benefits for the 55 District Court Judges and the 10 Separate Juvenile
Court Judges. The district and separate juvenile courts are created by Article V, Section 1 and Article V,
Section 27 of the Constitution of the State of Nebraska. The district judges serve twelve judicial districts. These
judges are the general jurisdiction judges of the State of Nebraska. As such, they hear all felony matters,
domestic relations matters, and civil matters where more than $51,000 is in controversy. Additionally, they
have concurrent jurisdiction with the county courts in most; but not all, other matters. Finally, they act as an
appeals court for appeals from county courts for civil and criminal cases and from administrative agencies.

Financial Data: - _
Actual FY08 Approp FY87  Request FY08  Recom FY08 Request FY09 Recom FY09

General Fund ' 8,296,449 8,802,220 8,817,366 8,740,610 8,817,366 8,807,495
Cash Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Fund 0 o 0 0 0 0
Revolving Fund 0 1] 1] 1} 0 0
Other Fund 0 ’ o 0 0 0 0

Total 8,286,448 8,802,220 8,817,366 8,740,610 8,817,368 8,807,435

Performance Measures:

349




Agency 05 - Supreme Court |
Program 007 - County Court Judges' Salaries

Program Objectives:
This program covers the salaries and benefits for the 59 County Court Judges in twelve judicial districts. The
county court was created by Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State of Nebraska and the salaries of
the judges of the court are specifically provided for in Section 24-513 of the Revised Statutes of Nebraska.
These judges have jurisdiction over civil matters of less than $51,000, misdemeanors, and preliminary hearings
in felony cases. Those judges outside of Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy County also act as juvenile judges.
County Courts also have jurisdiction over city. ordinance violations and have jurisdiction in probate, adoption,
guardianship, conservatorship, and related matters.

Financial Data: -
’ Actual FY0S  Approp FY07 - Request FY08  Recom FYD8 Request FY09 Recom FY09

General Fund 7,268,078 7,701,290 7,724,690 7,707,460 7,724,690 7,765,632
Cash Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Revolving Fund 0 1] 1] ] 0 0
Other Fund 0 1] ¢ 0. ‘ 1] 0

Total 7,268,073 7,701,280 7,724,690 7,707,460 7,724,850 7,765,632

Performance Measures:

350




Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 052 - Court Operations

Program Objectives:
Umbrella Program Number 052 includes Program Classification Numbers 034, 040, 396, 399, and 405.

This umbrella program includes the appropriations for Court Administration, State Law Library, County Court
System, District Court Reporters, and the Court of Appeals.

Financial Data: _
Actual FY06 Approp FY07  Request FY02  Recom FY08 Request FY08  Recom FY03

General Fund 23,728,944 24,720,505 29,010,985 25,400,841 29,092,627 25,952,416
Cash Fund 1,135,586 1,695,173 1,897,030 1,853,814 1,899,057 1,866,951
Federal Fund 283,650 514,798 603,228 445,364 £03,222 445,626
Revoiving Fund 0 0 ] 0 0 0
Other Fund ' 0 0 o 0 0 0

Total 25,148,180 26,930,476 31,511,243 27,700,019 31,694,906 28,264,993

Performance Measures:

351



~ Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 067 - Probation Services

Program Objectivés:
Umbrella Program Number 067 includes Program Classification Numbers 397 and 388.

This umbrella program includes the appropriations for Statewide Probation and Intensive Supervision
Probation. ' o

Financial Data: ,
Actual FY06 Approp FY0?  Request FY08  Recom FY08 Request FY0S Recom FY09

General Fund 17,135,209 18,344,356 22,583,820 18,694,299 22,775,013 19,253,057
Cash Fund _ 653,846 - 652,417 652,417 652,433 652,417 652,502
Federal Fund - 16,358 0 0 0 0 o
Revolving Fund 0 0 0 0 0 ]
Other Fund 0 0 0 0 0 1]

" Total 17,805,413 18,996,773 23,236,237 19,346,732 23,427,430 19,905,559

Perfermance Measures:

352



Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 235 - Probation Contractual Services

Program Objectives:
Program 235 covers the budget for state probation services provided pursuant to contractual agreements
between State Probation Administration and local political subdivisions. The program's objective is the delivery
of requested probation services that a county may desire, which are not necessarily mandated by statute, but
are necessary for the successful implementation of county designated programs. Program needs and fiscal
concerns of the parties regarding the operation of these requested county programs are addressed by way of
inter-local agreements between State Probation Administration and the county in guestion.

Financial Data: .
Actual FY06 Approp FY07 RequestFY08  Recom FY08 Request FY09 Recom FY09'

General Fund 0 : 0 _ 0 0 0 -0
Cash Fund 587,058 827,899 840,756 840,756 841,077 841,077
Federal Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Revolving Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0

" Other Fund i} 0 0 0 0 0
Total 587,058 827,888 840,756 840,756 841,077 841,077

Performance Measures:

353




Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 420 - Specialized Courts

Program Objectives: o
Program 420 represents the budget for statewide specialized couris. Specialized courts seek to address
substance abuse; domestic viclence, mental health issues, child abuse and neglect, and other contributors that
lead to crime. Specialized courts include graduated sanctions and rewards, treatment services, close court

. monitoring, and supervision of progress. Educational or vocational counseling is provided, as appropriate, with
requirements established by each local jurisdiction.

Financial Data:
: Actual FY06 Approp FY07  Request FY08  Recom FY08 Request FY09 Recom FY09

General Fund 0 g 0 0 0 0
Cash Fund 0 2,000,000 2,084,303 1,001,424 2,087,095 1,002,315
Federal Fund 0 0 0 45,000 0 45,000
Revolving Fund 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0
Other Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 2,000,000 2,084,303 1,046,424 2,087,085 1,0_47,315

Performance Measures:

354




Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 435 - Community Corrections

Program Objectives:
Program 435 represents the budget for Probation Community Corrections services. The Community
Corrections Act established the Probation Program Cash Fund with the assessment of Probation enroliment
and monthly programming fees to be deposited in the fund. The fees are "o augment operational or personnel
costs associated with the development, implementation, and evaluation of enhanced probation-based
programs and to purchase services to provide such programs aimed at enhancing adult probationer supervision
in the community and treatment needs of probationers.”

Financial Data:
Actual FY06 Approp FY07 Request FY08 Recom FY08 Request FY08 Recom FY09

General Fund 315,275 773,036 2,548,462 945,653 3,033,410 970,623
Cash Fund 263,765 7,227,902 © 7,245,842 8,817,764 7,277,371 8,902,950
Federal Fund 0 ' 0 0 0 0 0
Revolving Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 575,040 8,000,938 9,704,304 8,763,417 10,310,781 9,873,573

Performance Measures:

355




Agency 05 - Supreme Court
Program 570 - Court Automation

Program Objectives:
Program 570 represents the court automation budget. This program has developed a court application which is
installed in county and district courts across the state. It is currently installed in 92 district courts (all counties
except Douglas) and all 93 county courts. The court automation project has resulted in an integrated case
management system known by its acronym, JUSTICE. The objective was to build, instali, and support one

- computer system to support the work of the clerks of each court in the state.

Financial Data:
Actual FY06 Approp FY07 RequestFY08  Recom FYO0B Request FY09  Recom FY09

General Fund 0 : 0 225,375 0 325,375 0
Cash Fund 2,396,055 2,585,978 2,644,438' 3,018,250 2,647,727 2,632,613
Federal Fund 171,156 401,523 414,585 494,830 415,680 408,496
Revolving Fund 0 0 0 0 0 ) 0
Other Fund 0 0 )] 0 0 0

Total 2,567,211 2,987,501 3,284,398 3,423,080 3,388,792 3,041,108

Performance Measures:

356




