
Form Number 500 PAGE NUMBER 1
CODE & DESCRIPTION

AGENCY Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education
 

State of Nebraska - Administrative Services - Budget Division  
EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT ADJUSTMENTS

2007-2008 2008-2009
Permanent F.T.E. Positions

511100  Permanent Salaries - Wages
511200  Temporary Salaries - Wages
511600  Per Diem Payments
511900  Supplemental (One-time payments)

All Other Salaries
Sub-Total Salaries 0 0

515100  Retirement Plans Expense
515200  OASDI Expense
515400  Life and Accident Insurance Expense
515500  Health Insurance Expense

All Other Personal Services
Sub-Total Benefits 0 0

0 0
15,000 15,000

570000  Travel Expenses
580000  Capital Outlay
590000  Government Aid 65,500

Total Expense 15,000 80,500

Means of Financing
General Fund 65,500
Cash Fund 15,000 15,000
Federal Fund
Revolving Fund

Total Funding 15,000 80,500
Note:  In the blank lines under Operating Expenses, itemize individual line items that comprise a significant portion of the Total Operating Expenses.
*The $15,000 requested in Cash Fund is for spending authority only, no new funds are requested.

Agency Adjustment Summary

520000   Operating Expenses
510000   Personal Services



  Page Number   2 Form Number 510 
 CODE DESCRIPTION 
AGENCY 048 CCPE Program Adjustment Narrative PROGRAM 640 Administrative Cash 

Fund 
State of Nebraska – Administrative Services – Budget Division REQUEST 01 Increase in Spending 

Authority 
Provide the following information:  A) Description of Request; B) Rationale for Request; C) Impact of Request; and, D) Statutory Change if Required. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Description of Request 
The Coordinating Commission is requesting an increase in the spending authority in the Administrative cash fund (fund 24810, 
program 640). We are requesting an increase of $15,000 in spending authority for a total of $25,000. No new funds are 
requested. 

 
 Rationale for Request 

The Commission has recently accepted fiscal agent responsibilities for the State Scholars Incentive (SSI) program. In the role of 
fiscal agent, Commission staff provides bookkeeping and payroll duties for SSI. The Commission also provides office space for 
the two FutureForce employees who have responsibility for the SSI grant program. The Commission is paid a quarterly fee for 
these services. The fee is deposited into the administration cash fund.  
 
In the past the $10,000 spending authority has been adequate to meet the expenses associated with conducting hearings and 
other associated expenses for out-of-state institutions wishing to offer courses in Nebraska and private colleges seeking 
provisional accreditation.  However the Commission would like to use the money from fiscal agent fees to meet Commission 
operating expenses.  
  

 Impact of Request 
The increased spending authority will allow the Commission to use the monies earned from fiscal agent fees to contribute to 
payment of the Commission’s operating expenses for as long as the fiscal agent agreement continues to the relevant.  
 

 Statutory Authority 
Statutory authority for this change is located in state statute 85-1419 Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education 
Cash Fund; created; use; investment. …The fund shall contain money received from application fees from out-of-state 
institutions of higher and postsecondary education seeking authorization to offer courses and programs in the State of Nebraska 
and from private colleges seeking provisional accreditation and money received by the commission for services rendered 
incident to the administration of its statutory or contractual functions. … 

 



Form Number 520 PAGE NUMBER
CODE & DESCRIPTION

AGENCY 48 CCPE
PROGRAM 640 Admin. Cash Fund

State of Nebraska - Administrative Services - Budget Division REQUEST Increase in Spending Authority*
EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT APPROPRIATIONS

2007-2008 2008-2009 2007-2008 2008-2009
Permanent F.T.E. Positions

511100  Permanent Salaries - Wages
511200  Temporary Salaries - Wages
511600  Per Diem Payments
511900  Supplemental (One-time payments)

All Other Salaries
Sub-Total Salaries 0 0 0 0

515100  Retirement Plans Expense
515200  OASDI Expense
515400  Life and Accident Insurance Expense
515500  Health Insurance Expense

All Other Personal Services
Sub-Total Benefits 0 0 0 0

510000   Personal Services 0 0 0 0
520000   Operating Expenses 10,000 10,000 15,000 15,000

570000  Travel Expenses
580000  Capital Outlay
590000  Government Aid

Total Expense 10,000 10,000 15,000 15,000

Means of Financing
General Fund
Cash Fund 10,000 10,000 15,000 15,000
Federal Fund
Revolving Fund

Total Funding 10,000 10,000 15,000 15,000
Note:  In the blank lines under Operating Expenses, itemize individual line items that comprise a significant portion of the Total Operating Expenses.
*No new funds are requested. This is a request for an increase in spending authority.

ADJUSTMENTS

Program Adjustment Request



  Page Number         Form Number 510 
 CODE DESCRIPTION 
AGENCY 048 CCPE Program Adjustment Narrative PROGRAM 691 ACE Program 

State of Nebraska – Administrative Services – Budget Division REQUEST 02 Increase in Funding 
Provide the following information:  A) Description of Request; B) Rationale for Request; C) Impact of Request; and, D) Statutory Change if Required. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Deficit Request for Access College Early Program: 
 
Request 
The Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) requests an appropriation increase of $65,500 for the fiscal year 
2008-2009 to support the Access College Early (ACE) Scholarship Program.  The ACE program pays the tuition and mandatory fees to 
enable qualified, low-income high school students to enroll in college courses from Nebraska's colleges or universities, either through 
dual-enrollment or early enrollment agreements with these institutions.  The CCPE requests funding to raise its current appropriation 
from $49,750 for 2007-2008 to $115,250 for 2008-2009.   
 
Background and Need 
The current, 2007-2008 funding level for the ACE program is $115,250 – the 2007-2008 appropriation of $49,750 plus reappropriated 
CCPE funds of $65,500.  (Please see Community Scholarship/ACE program funding history for further detail.)  If approved, the CCPE's 
request will keep the 2008-2009 funding for the ACE program at the current level.   
 
The CCPE has seen great demand for ACE funds, having already distributed its fall allotment of $49,750 to 137 students as of October 
12, 2007.  The average amount each student received was $363.  There were approximately 110 students who applied for ACE funds 
for the fall semester but were not awarded funds since the remaining $65,500 will be spent for classes in the second semester (spring 
2008).   
 
For the school year 2008-2009, the CCPE will only have the currently approved appropriation of $49,750 since there will not be funds to 
reappropriate from 2007-2008 into fiscal year 2008-2009.  This will leave the CCPE without funding for the second semester of 2008-
2009 and will leave well over 300 low-income Nebraska students without the monetary support to take college classes while in high 
school. 
 
Support for Early Access 
This request is based on research that demonstrates that the benefits of students taking college courses while still in high school are 
far-reaching.  Studies have shown that not only are these students more likely to attend college upon graduating from high school, they 
are also more likely to stay in college and successfully complete a degree program. 
 



  Page Number     Form Number 510 
 CODE DESCRIPTION 
AGENCY 048 CCPE Program Adjustment Narrative PROGRAM 691 ACE Program 

State of Nebraska – Administrative Services – Budget Division REQUEST 02 Increase in Funding 
Provide the following information:  A) Description of Request; B) Rationale for Request; C) Impact of Request; and, D) Statutory Change if Required. 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                

 

In October 2007, the Community College Research Center at the Teachers College at Columbia University in New York released a 
studya that analyzed high school students in New York and Florida who took college courses while in high school.  Researchers found 
promising results in the students' postsecondary success rates, which they attributed to participation in dual-enrollment programs.  
According to the report, "(d)ual enrollment students in Florida were more likely than comparison students to earn a high school diploma, 
to enroll in postsecondary education in the state university system, to enroll in college full-time, and to have higher grade point 
averages (after the first and fourth semesters and cumulatively)."  

For New York, the study showed that dual-enrollment participants were more likely than their non-participating peers to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree. They had higher grade point averages after their first semester in college and had accrued more credits three-and-a-
half years after their initial enrollment in postsecondary education.  

Collectively, the study showed that dual enrollment students’ cumulative college grade point averages three years after high school 
graduation were statistically significantly higher than those of their non-participating peers. Dual enrollment students had earned more 
postsecondary credits three years after high school graduation (indicating that they had made more progress toward a degree). 

Further, the study found that those who benefited the most from dual-enrollment participation were male and low-income students. 
Researchers pointed out that previous studies have suggested such groups typically have less-positive postsecondary outcomes than 
their more advantaged peers.  By exposing these students to college courses early, researchers deduced, gaps in college achievement 
would be eliminated. The CCPE believes the state of Nebraska needs to make special efforts to reach male and low-income students, 
as well. 

In an interview with the Chronicle of Higher Education, Katherine L. Hughes, a study author and assistant director of the Community 
College Research Center, said, "The big conclusion is that we have some real evidence now that this is an effective strategy for 
helping students make a better transition to college and persist in college once they're there….  If, traditionally, these programs have 
been for the high-achieving students, the ones who are already going to be successful in college, it seems pretty clear that we should 
invest in these programs for those who don't necessarily see themselves as college-bound." 
 

 
a Community College Research Center, "The Postsecondary Achievement of Participants in Dual Enrollment: An Analysis of Student Outcomes in Two States," October 2007, 
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/Publication.asp?UID=547. 

http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/Publication.asp?UID=547


  Page Number         Form Number 510 
 CODE DESCRIPTION 
AGENCY 048 CCPE Program Adjustment Narrative PROGRAM 691 ACE Program 

State of Nebraska – Administrative Services – Budget Division REQUEST 02 Increase in Funding 
Provide the following information:  A) Description of Request; B) Rationale for Request; C) Impact of Request; and, D) Statutory Change if Required. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Others Weigh In 
As Gov. Dave Heineman stated in his 2007 State of the State address (and on numerous occasions since), one of the major challenges 
facing higher education institutions in Nebraska is the need to raise Nebraska's college attendance rate – a key factor in achieving a 
prosperous Nebraska.  As written here, studies have shown that dual enrollment – getting students interested in postsecondary 
education early – can help increase Nebraska's higher education enrollment rates. 
 
Nebraska schools that have students receiving ACE funds also report overwhelming support for the ACE program.  (Letters to follow.) 
With support made available through the ACE program, guidance counselors across Nebraska report increased interest among their 
low-income students in taking college courses and furthering their education at Nebraska postsecondary institutions.  The CCPE will 
collect data on Nebraska's ACE recipients' postsecondary progress and will report these successes to the legislature in future years. 
 
Conclusion 
The CCPE believes that ACE funds are vital to helping Nebraska's economically disadvantaged high school students achieve greater 
interest in continuing their education beyond high school, thereby increasing their success in securing sustaining, stable employment 
within the state of Nebraska.  By approving this appropriation request, Nebraska's Governor and legislature can not only invest in 
Nebraska's students, they can invest in Nebraska's future. 
 
Statutory Authority 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 85-2101 to 85-2108  The Access College Early Scholarship Program provides financial assistance to low-income 
high school students to pay for college classes while still enrolled in high school. 

 

 

 

 
 



  Page Number     Form Number 510 
 CODE DESCRIPTION 
AGENCY 048 CCPE Program Adjustment Narrative PROGRAM 691 ACE Program 

State of Nebraska – Administrative Services – Budget Division REQUEST 02 Increase in Funding 
Provide the following information:  A) Description of Request; B) Rationale for Request; C) Impact of Request; and, D) Statutory Change if Required. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Community Scholarship/Access College Early Program Funding History 
 
 

 
 

Fiscal Year 

 
 

Appropriation 

 
Carry-over 

funds 

 

Total 
Appropriation 

 
 

Expenditures 

 

End-of-Year 
Balance 

2003-04 $50,000 0 $50,000 0 $50,000 

2004-05 $50,000 0 $50,000 $34,000 $16,000 

2005-06 $49,750 $16,000 $67,750 $22,000 $43,750 

2006-07 $49,750 $43,750 $93,500 $28,000 $65,500 

2007-08 $49,750 $65,500 $115,250   
 



Form Number 520 PAGE NUMBER
CODE & DESCRIPTION

AGENCY 48 CCPE
PROGRAM 691 ACE Program

State of Nebraska - Administrative Services - Budget Division REQUEST Funding Increase in ACE Program
EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT APPROPRIATIONS

2007-2008 2008-2009 2007-2008 2008-2009
Permanent F.T.E. Positions

511100  Permanent Salaries - Wages
511200  Temporary Salaries - Wages
511600  Per Diem Payments
511900  Supplemental (One-time payments)

All Other Salaries
Sub-Total Salaries 0 0 0 0

515100  Retirement Plans Expense
515200  OASDI Expense
515400  Life and Accident Insurance Expense
515500  Health Insurance Expense

All Other Personal Services
Sub-Total Benefits 0 0 0 0

510000   Personal Services 0 0 0 0
520000   Operating Expenses

570000  Travel Expenses
580000  Capital Outlay
590000  Government Aid 49,750 65,500

Total Expense 0 49,750 0 65,500

Means of Financing
General Fund 49,750 65,500
Cash Fund
Federal Fund
Revolving Fund

Total Funding 0 49,750 0 65,500
Note:  In the blank lines under Operating Expenses, itemize individual line items that comprise a significant portion of the Total Operating Expenses.

ADJUSTMENTS

Program Adjustment Request
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